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This summer's UU General Assembly challenged members across the nation to "Stand up and reclaim 

the civil liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights." The Assembly's concerns included unrestrained 

executive power, the 2001 Patriot Act and privacy violations. Most of these concerns are executive power 

grabs that should come as no surprise given the rights infringements of the presidential election. Now we 

have proposed Homeland Security legislation, endorsed by the House and under consideration by the 

Senate, that gives the executive branch unprecedented power over enormous amounts of tax dollars. 

Debates rage in Congress over the right of the President to declare war without advice and consent of our 

elected representatives. John Nichols, Associate Editor of The Capital Times and contributor to The 

Nation, addresses infringements on our civil liberties and suggests positive action we can take to reclaim 

them. This is the first service in Doleta Chapru's lay ministry on social justice. 


