
LITTLE ARMORED MEN 
by David c .• Meyer 
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Song begins: 

Blank square, white square, 
little armored men; 

me here, your there: 
fun.with friends .• 

Work 'on 't'he bishop, 
. work·: on the rook, 

·. work on the row of pawns; 
i , · play ~y the book. 

. . . . .·· ·' 

··:: ;.- : .. : 

. ·_lU;L SIX SPJ~l\i{ERS: (music continues 
,.··tWha.°4.:'do. you·d.o with your hate? 
,:. ,-l>fu,gt,·d?;·YOU 40 with your fear? 

-·How do you feel 
How do you love; 

knowing it1s happening here? 

Sqng. continues: 

Take-you, break you, 
mate.': yout -if· I c.an; 

my move'3r'your move: . 
man f'or- -man , 

Risk for th~ winning, 
risk for the loss, 
rlsk for:2-the whole of it; 

.· win···;wi-tni the toss. 
I,. • • ... •• 

as they speak) 

:ii"'_=.: 1::, · r: ·: ; ~;.'! ~.;~ :·-,, 

ALL Sll SPEAKERS: (music continues as they speak) 
Who took the freedom we owned? 

.. .Jolho h,Qar'ds ··the;.; joy= -we demand? 
. •. :- :! ; : _; ir. ~'.,,"-.: . .- .. , ,Wh,er,ei ,ond·:. t~e'-~teart~ th 

__ .. ,., -- -,: ;-;·,rifdepr '[!):e _--:-0..i;:·,1 s-·m1r 
,'_';_--~. '..;: _ ::.·,: ;°/+i;v;~~peo,;>le at>peace in their land? 
i ••• ;;, ·.,· • • • . • • 

;- ·;·,:·--:;·r~,J-. .. :~:::i··.--.=· r.--r.1~: - .. - .. ~c ,; 
:,·<i< :. . . ~ <.,.,.: __ Song conbmuesr 

• -····· -·· J• ••• ··,: ·'.. r 

r•'":,'_. ,-!. • f. t f ~·. ',, I ,:• • •• 

..... . ; , . 

. :· ,• 

Hold o!f, close off, 
c~culate each thing; 

shut off, cut off·: 
.-isolate the king. 

Force every gambit, 
·· .fo.rce every fault, 
force every.sacr'ifice; 
don't call a halt • 

.. , .... ·\. ,, ... h !' . 

#1.'f Expel :summ,~-ily all who disrupt learning: (music) 
scholarship :·is threatened.i the faculty ·afraid, 

., leEfearch .-imperilled, discourse curtailed, 
·. the uni versl ty its elf near death • 

. Stop them, stop them; get them out now • 

. ·-·- .. 
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, :".'.'. ·;,: ·., . . ·,f/( .,. \ If they don I t do something quick 
-.1:-.-:,_.\·':.' .':;! we!Tl··have to :protect ourselves: 
,i<· : high fences 3 duplicates of everything 

~. to store at home .9 and fire ins.urance, 
··; '·. even guns 3 guns and marksmanship drill. 

. . : 

#3: Two )al-ternatives3 very clearly two: 
the university becomes (miraculously) moral3 or we blow ''it up 
and burn it down , Simple • 

r. r .#4: I .can+t.' tell if they_~re all right 
or all wrong; they all make sense 
and all te11··1ies -- and I1m confused. 
Who knows what to do? 

#5: PE:Jstroying public property3 vandalism!} 
wasting tax dollars spent on their nonlearning3 

· ... t. · 1 ,, ar§OilmiLP.SOlence to authority, inciting riots, 
.· ···o;q:fo.e:q.ity·in public: I know what to do! 

-~::;··.> ··'Jail!} ,'.aJl(;i:.·'throw away the key: 
·,.·:. or better-;: shoot on sight. 

#6: We must listen and remain calm; 
listen to ·the vq:j.ces of our young people, 
considering them and their wants!) 
bhef.r needs and': concerns in our decisions. 

:'-T". Song endssr 
. ·t,' 
:· .. 

.;· 
Black square,,whit~.square3 
... playing f6r'my win; 

'nie ·here!} you there: 
.. do. you' in. 
l ,.. • 

'.:: ._ .. 

-: J · #1: Whe~"? I :anf, exactly: 
, ~:i,rsi:;, l;{J,.each, _professoria1 bias 

: .:.·,and . ev~rything that goes with taht. 
· 'I'_-hqld .a prejudice toward education. 
To' teach requires devotd.on , concern , 

·. commitment,, eveniperhaps love -- ,;:. 
whatever· 'that, means , l'{y life/ : · 
my wh_ole. J.ife-,· is' ~ ··q9nf..e3ssitm of f'af.bh , 

. , -,·r "·· · a'wbr!ship:ping. at the .h.Ol,l;$,EFOf.'.,1earning; 
. _._., '. .. :; .. ,' .:,_._: .. i ;}'.·,:·' to '.~½=now.-. ~o m_ide_r.::i'~~B-?.;-,:tP.:;syri.-t~~size 

· ·,· · ;- .. ·. F" ·• -- · f a.c~_s; experttence 3 · ~p.031gl;;l-t.:. · r • 

, -And·+ have su:f:f;{:lred3,'-my family suffered-!} 
'because of my profound faith •. 
.And you ask me -- you! 
who are you? what do you know? 
or think? how have you demonstrated 
your life's commitment? -- · 
you ask me to sacrifice my life3 
my work , my thought3 my family1 s 
good condition bought with years 
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of quonset huts, pork liver, ravelled cuffs
2 and four. re_cprds on a goodwill record player 

with no real_: bass. .aoundsj: do you know what that means? 
years wi·thou.t:m:u.sic ! · 1,· • •• 

And me at the' ;ttbrary :w.ith them at home. 
Where were you th,e):l.··that,ryou ask me now 
to give that all over? 
I demonsj;r?-:te. my cemmf tment daily; 

... Xour demdnstrations ffill'\lSEl me: .. 
· your cheap and 'easy c0mmitment,s , 
to the public good. ;· . .,- 
I knotr your restaurant '.meals; 

· your stereo:-tape-deck3 room'"'.·fi],.'ling rock. 
l deny you my life to feed on e-j.. 
·dine on boiled kidneys and potatoes; 
say or.some baked brains • 

. t'et them eat tripe . 

#2 g You are so sure 2 so aI_'rogant 3 so mad, 
so positive in this self-righteous hate. 
You r'enrind me Q.;f a witch burnar-; , 

. ,;;_ ',ioyfU:ily J 'laughingly building the fire J 
quaffi!1g;: like. perfume · . 

. . ':£"1.i · the bUrning Woman Is' smoke o 
You mi&ht put o/lY one,.,of -us~- 
to· . tne tria'.l :Py,: .,fire -- all of us 
if opportunity' presents i tself'-._,r: C 

I .feel the flames 
and kn_ow_ that they1 re: f'.qr me. 

· · Incendiary£ Maniac l 
·wfiy ~an,• t we stop you?: · 

· ···.·:.·Why cantt we burn you?° ... · .. 
· ·',·'whafi·s· wrong with us? . · ·_. 
:·.:;,--rWhy)ire. w~ the_ta:rgets? ;_ .,::, ... , . 

Why.\JuI' lives. at. fault? .. ' .·· "' 
;Thfrugh ):"·walk t~~o1.1gh - the--i~wnpus i! 

,·::'c'.r ! ''.df 'Dea;t,)J; .-I can 'ji.ot fear .. , 
This' meaningiess. bapt{sm .. of .fire;,:, 

·.;-this: godless burning bush! 

Long pause. 

'#5·.-· You.1:re br abs, · ,iust brats; : ''. ; us;ci to getting your way: 
wheedle, whine, harass3 demandi bd.tch. 

·. · ': 'Wp.at.kfud of a world you think .t,hi's is? 
·N·ot, in your conbr-o.l., thnk God j. -;, 
none of us appease and cringe.. , 
I 11- like to k Lck your . crotch, in, .. 

. : " You· don It like ,.th~ laws? . That°'~ : tpugh·. 
Big kf.ds play __ bf.g time games , : 
You think we lilce thqse rulesJ thegarnes 

' ~hat 1someone else controls? 
• "·When Twas a k'Ld , I acted like a kid; 
Now .I tow the .Ltrie e. 

' 'you ;bend your will . to -the will of:· all. 
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··· .. ~ ..... 

.. , .... }:··; 
... :,'\' 

. ,. i" ;-.::'· 

... , .. 
You can It _'b,~. &9 :r,igid. 

. ·xou got: t·o_ hava ·rules 
,fOI'. people to;·.live, Oil'.' 

... _I Id kill you, kid', 
. .' ·:i;, d sure kill yox.u~: .. 

. , .. #3:. A hostile'·t.rinity., naught, naughty • 
. Why; don It you· know that anger isn It nice: 
you ar en I t supposed to . hate. 
Pl.ease, mast,ers and mistresses, use your reason. 

· Your f'.aith3 .. yout. fire3 your fervor 
. all Impreas Il],e_,:. impress me 
with your duli'. castrated opposition. 

. · 'Bot-es , just flat .bcres • 
·_.··:·:~bu·· live so distant from the revolution, 

I Ca.J'.¥10t everi;ce:l'.'tify you counter-revolutionary. 

:~ ..,. .. ; ... ; .. •·.; . . . · .. -', #5: 
, . ; ::/1-1: 

. ' -. #2 :: 

The wa.ll'el lit)ld it together, whatever it is. 
; r - :--J ...... 

You hold_; no :_ care in you, no care or anything. 
t·,; . 

Nazis- -and Jews_; ~.. . 

' ' ·Pati_:;ie.·_;:,--, -_, .. 
r 
! .. : 

Inquisitors and Heretics. 

#6-: · But:what .. :are,,the Ls sues j we stray from the point. 
·None<of you rspeak'i to the problems at hand • 

. We have :reaJ.!;·:disparities3 real injustice, 
· ': insJti tu tions,, Lnvrieed of constructive change, 

·to~bicker and hate, to goad and harass 
·i·,_>·.may sustain our E;i:inot~onal pitch, 
'.i· .: r, or_ present opportunity for creative 
t·:: and. frank3 honasf interchange of feelings, 

but such exp!:lei:fs'ions do little. 
·r.,;et. us' lower. nurr:voices and open our hearts. 

. -: : ~' 

?.:.,. _ _. 

. ' 

: .. ;/ :- :,: 

#3: Cheap liberal. 

1¥6: I will. not be goaded into argument 
. at such a triviality. True commitments 

•,·• .. _.· requii'e3,:niore, internal -- 
pr'of'ese'Lonal., :i:f,:yo11: will -- discipline • 
It.we are. to.m.ake_,qh;anges, to decide 

. which ~? ar.e.·e~owered to do -- 
·;. . . ._)re. m,U:.~_t ·'lis:-t;.e~· ·c1c;:is~1y and calmly • 

. we: mu.$t weigJ;:i;.,, ,:!;,he, ;arguments deliberately' 
j . with out :,passion.,· 0~, l?ias 

or violent- coercion.;; and then 
,r,· · dee id~ ,or/p'oi~~i, .. procedure, and action • 

The r~tionai : at?-~l .,dt;L:igent application 
#3: of duly_·g;an~ed and acknowledged 
after :disciplined :'-irwestigation 
and deliberation must be the goal 

power 



.. 

-5- 
'il' 

and process of respor.sible; 
reasonable.? informed meno 

. This is the foundation of all co-optive 
methodologies o lifuo are you? 
What are you? 1rfuere are you? 
I don1t think you1re-ther~ at ~llo 
Responsible.') r-easonab'Le , Informed P,Uff°s of 
pale air; .you 1 re not even honest enough 

· to show your ·pollution: .pal,e gas /just gas o 
Hey, you , you intellectual mother.?''' · 
what you really'done for niggers_i?,tely? 
When did the war end that you st6pped? 

Pause , 

~ :·,·.- -·, , .... 

#') g And what about you, 
you silent schmuck? 

Pause , 

f: ,., :. -~ ·. •) 

,·,1a.· 

#4: Everybody's choosing sides; 
and all of you are -c,,rrong and right}'· · 
Revolution, deliberation, educationo · 
I dop.1t know_; I don't knowo 
God, wlia.t a hell of a mess o . , . . .. 
I commit myself to little pieces_·of° you all, 
but you leave no place for ms _t,o· 'sti4fi.d, 
no place for. confusion .$114, fea:'r •... ,j: 
You scare me· and sicken .ma,' · · JI?. 
The U~':i.s command headquarters for· all 

·your· worthless wars of· attI'.{t.iono e 

There I s cops and guns: and h~inps ~~:; r-ocks 
and I just want to hide o · · · · · · 
I'm going to get shat J:?y_ one of you., 
ruined by another, ciu'l,)'l;led or dismissed 
or ignored by others o · · · · · · :: 
What kind of a mob. ritual .. 
of self-destruction ·hmi-'e · 1 caught · ' 

· myself in? Our frenzy of_ terror . 
and bloo.dth:irst erupbs i:rf_ ·a. chaoat . 
of r'Lpped worlds and ))lasted lives'~­ 
Will you ~11 stand back shut Up9 . 
I need breath, I need. sleep; 

; .. 

Long pause , 

PROVOCATEUR: All right, all right. Enough is enough. 
You people really expect me to· take you seriously? 
I mean 3_ right here in front of' me I 
all ·around town and all over campus 
there are all these thousands of people 
walking around with opposite sex' 'par-tner-s 
and figuring whether_they1re·goin'g to make it 
or worrying about: tests and other'bookish stuff 
you know.') term papers on the latent homosexuality 
of Clarence the ·talking mule and the Sociology of 

i - ·. 
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John Donne and all -- or sailing and fishing 
and al.I, the res"!_; of that outdoor deep-breathing 
or a thousand other things, (:g,ersonal s tuf'f , 
unmentionables l:i.ke won_dering.wbich 
breakfast cereai') is least nut:d.t,ious 
so they can· b?yoott it,) 'and y~~\i.tro telling me 
the world is.ft.lling down. · 
We d'i.dn It ·notice? Or ~rhat? :: .... 

: #5 :_ 
· · l,ri .: 

What do you -~eaµ? 

P: I just missecr· nthe beginning of 
• the end of the world.,. or . .• · 
the generations battle it to the death.11 

#3: That generation junk is counter-revolutionary. 
We1re oppo~ing polit;ical .forces 
caught in a Li.f'e and de_ath class struggle 
to find the values which wlll rule .America. 

P: Ha. You kid a lot. Ha. 
You sound like a talking _book, 1 
and not • a VS'~I:Y good one, at• that 0 

. Where you · ge\ that . j argon , ~ tdf 
Sure as hell not ·.flr0m thes'e· folks 
who just.happen bj politi~ai ch~ce 
to be old enough.to be YOUT parents. 
1",)ho IS your publisher?. ,printer? author? 
Where were you bound, ·•Rev~luti~p:ist I s Handbook? 

...... ,.',;· ' '. 

•···. !': ... 
.... .,: '-: ·. 

.... •. ,~·~···· : · 

. . j· ·'·. 

#3: I1m not be'ing•clear.; you mtssed my point. 
Why do· T ahra-ys,;confus~. tJ:i~s.e;c,;j~~ings? 

Pi Well clear· ~h:il;lgs up,.,~j1t.;iou? 
~ ' t ! 

#3: Our ages are· apart .. f!r'on+ i:[~e issues 0 
The coming revoiution-results·":from value conflicts, 
deep seated .. conflicts in'. b.eit~f and life style 
in which age is· ;1ncideJ;1t_~. \\i - 
A revolution, can.never-be :a personal vendetta. 

P: .. What? Wev~r? ... 
. mi, wow! -I never thought of that. 
·An abstract revolutiqn.,. : ·· 
lacking totally in the weaknesses of human motivation. 
Boy, kid, you really got .,a gre;at thing going. 
See I was projecting my own generational hostilities 
into the conflict and ·;~ssuming that they were felt 

.universally within the revolution • 
Now I underaband that none .. pf'· you really hate 
the k'i.ds or the folks or,j:i.ther surrogat.e figures 
symbolic of .bhe kids 011:ithe folks in your minds. 

#3: Well, of ccunse. t~is isn't .always true 
of everyone~ much as w.~,might wish • 
Sure therE:l are some .old people who just hate 
kids and want t0 stomp on us. 
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whether their class interests are served by that 
or not. 

#5: .And a lot of kids who just want to raise hell 
wreck what their fathers built, 
trash the older generation by ruining us. 

Ml: Or ruining our work, our efforts and years 
of blood, sweat and tears. 

#3: But you can't cop out all that easy. 

P: yeah. This revolution is real, man. 
Look at the papers; full of it. 
Fighting in the streets, guerrilla 
warfare, theatre, everything. Deaths, 
blowing up buildings. It1s a real thing 
all right, and pretty big. 

#5: And it•s got to be stopped, crushed. 

P: Do you think you can do it? 
Don't you fear it's too late? 
I mean, once the revolution's on the road ••• 

#5: It1s not all that big yet. 

#3: I only wish it were. 

#1: I wish I could believe you. 
But the buildings are going, the fires are set. 

P: You ·Ienow, I think you I re right. 
It1s only barely started. I was blind before. 
Why, you're all threatened. 
Yours worst fears are probably too weak. 
You know it's true; a million students moving in, 
taking over everything, burning, destroying,. 
throwing out reason, banishing truth., 
and all your lives will be hopelessly ruined, 
despite all your efforts, and you are not, 

·not any of you responsible. 
Innocent victims of enraged mobs. 

#6: Please, please, how can we act 
or think responsibly in the midst of 
such irrational passion, such hatred, 
such fear. Be reasonable. 

P: Yeah, who can respond accurately 
when you're all like this? 
Who can tell what's going on? 
Who c~ be calm, collected9 in command and 
control of his faculties enough to think 
and know what he is doing 
and understand his position. 
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. ··!"... t· '·t:- .;.: 
.• i· :.··l ... : ..... 

. ·:.--~ ...... 
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#9: .-. Xesii. ·Y$S.1 .• We mu?-t be reasonable 
·. oi w~ can ii.ever ·deal-with our problems 

' In any ~onstriicti ve' way . 
. . 

·P.1 · sJbf.i. c.fiilad°~h di~ptays of emotion 
.. , .. ccm · do r;tbt}:ling hut ham, 

· · - · ·· ... ohstrU:ctirig adult thought and action 
. . for .the·· sake '..of ,',trivi;i feelings. 

• • • '1.;.;.· .. 1·: ,··· 

· .:-::rf :: 
. ·t.-·1'.:. 

· · · '#6 g • Wei:(, ·:'.not.: tri;1,r,ic3;l, no not trivial. 
· , If j;p~y ·were t;r-i v:ialj after all, 

. they could not so' severely impede 
PfOblem sol:vip.g. ..-~,, 
. . •. ' ~. 

.. ;~ ~· __ P: _Qr .any.:intelligentJ reasonable 
. - amount, ·o:t· ~(;l:~onci+i~:Hon we might 
d(?qict.~ t.<?: agr.ee t9-,.1, :·Y€Js, of course 

9 youire right; emotions aren't trivial; 
.they.m~r~ly imp~de our: _progress toward 

.. a" joyou§. peace wfth conflicts and hatreds 
soJved an¢!. pepple,:sen_sdibly reconciled. .. . . :.' .·. ...... ..·' .. . - 

•·"'_f "': ~ -~:,;_,.;.1.1· i~:·~·.:·:· :··· t..-:~ .: .. :.:~7 
· P: · Poer" innocent victims of wild mobs 

... !-:'..:<·--:· :,·r. !_: of ;'.e.prag~d __ ~9:i:p1gr_;re:7"ol1;i.tionar~es' . 
·- ... e~raged_.p.p:I>su of_r..@c.ient reactionaries, 

· ,=i··,··'\:,·'. ·:·r:.r.I.--! : _· .:cit' Il).iddil;:l'!"ag.ed @nragedi 'establishment boobs • 
. ' .... ,,, ·. ,-f,·,'·r./.'.:)'ha_trs :1s·~:a1~·.US inno~ent folks 

. ·.>f· ·· : ... , : .. · ··.. . ... c,?-ught ,?,!J.: Q}.U:; r9wn,:1.moontrollable passions, .;. :crv··rc '».:· . ' . ·· · . v;i,ctims ... -.Beyond oontrol. 
.,,,.'.' r,·!;:~,-: ··;,£:,::,. _.Enrag~cl. 'mob.s:, .e-11,:§lJl,, cf rational.:1 

··' ···· pJ;'9blem--solving.:;o~iented· mature adults 
:l .•. . swept away .f'of- a mqnen·t, in the passion of the hour: 

_;as .. it were,,. out o.f:-control. 

... ~ .~ ... ;.... . . ·.· . i-~: 

#3: But that Is us who will be the victims. 
The n:ipbs_ a!'e on.the' otlier side; 
we ar,~ ,oniy: a hapq.:f'.u:l. 
We the incendiaries,.-we shall burn. 

! , .... 
#2: .And we'll be captives, too

3 in what will· paas for ·a cleansing fire. 

.• : ... !., 

,, : ., .... 
:#;L . -t·es; and everything 1ost. ,· 
Our-lives /:jX).d everything, everything: 
and the innocent shall burn with the guilty, my. cfrjJ,dren s_hall burn 'in the hell I put them in. 

·; .. · ··~ 

#2~ Arid.all ~f us impotent in our rage. 
So why don't you stop; 
I wish I ·could kill you all! 
Why don It you stop? · 

115: Why don It you stop, just stop? 
I don't want to be caught in the blast 
because you insist on blowing us up. 
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The walls hold everything up!) 
and you want to blow them aparto 
.And something is better than nothingo 

#3: I own a piece of that impotent rage 
in a world I didn1t makeo 

#6: Ladies, gentlemen, I must insist on caJ.Jn, 
on some attempt at caJ.Jn, at non-violent sentiments, 
at reasonableness. I insist, I demand ito 
I will not tolerate further outbursts of 
irrationality!/ hatred, etco 
I can1t stand such stupidity and 
childish impotence., such monumental weaknesso 
We have to all calm down or 
who can be responsible? 

#4: The only thing that any of us 
will willingly own is a piece of the impotent rage. 
Rage for the world that none of us made o 
And none of us know what to do 
or how to do it if we did, 
and so we rageo 

P: Do not go gentle into that good night: 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

Long pause. Closing hymng 

Shalom chavyreem, shalom chavyreem., shalom, shalom. 
Shalom chavyreem, shalom chavyreem, shalom, shalom. 


