
PRAIRlE UNITARIAN -UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
2010 Whenona Drive, Madison, Wisconsin 

Sunday, October 25, 1992 · 

Celebrating Twenty-Five Years of Prairie U-U Society 

Prelude The Prairie Band 

Reading of the Prairie Bond of Union The Congregation 

Lighting of the Chalice Jack J allings 

Song, "This . Little Light of Mine," # 15 The Congregation, accompanied by the Prairie Band 

"Yankee Doodle" 3rd through 5th graders, introduced by Anne Pryor 

Children leave for Religious Education Classes 

The Origins of Prairie Society. Introduction of past presidents and of ministers important in the 
origins of Prairie. Pat Cautley 

Music in the history of Prairie 

Song, "Precious Memories," #37 

Images from Prairie's Past 

Reminiscences of Prairie, its members and its friends 
Guests, and letters from absent friends 
Members in attendance 

Prairie looks toward the future 

George Calden 

The Congregation, accompanied by 
George Calden and Rosemarie Lester 

Al Nettleton 

Julie Bonser 

Song, "The Spirit of this Church," #107 The Congregation, accompanied by the Prairie Band 



MUSIC IN PRAIRIE 

(Start with the singing of Precious Memories 

1. Music nas always been a vital part of P. Society. 
a. But music in P. has always been unique. 
b. Unique in that we have n~v_er relied on professional 

musicians or singers - but mainly on our own members. 
c. Also unique in that music has always reflected P's 

specific needs'°~ ,('L-eA.c~. 
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Prairie Song Book 

1. A gp.Q.d example is our P. Song Book. {JVI.-Q 10"f.V\-~cw-.s\)cvy 
a. Probably it is one of the most unusual song books in U.U. 
b. Put together a number of years ago mainly by Doleta C. 

Mike Briggs, Holly Nearing and I, with the wonderful printing 
help of Lee Bullen. 

c. It ·contains not only a number of our traditional U. hymns 
but many other songs suggested by P. members, or evolved out 
of P. experience. Ju...r--~l 

d. For example - what other/lsongbook contains, .,.'fo,Life, 
To Life, L'Chaim" or Woody Guthrie's "I'm gonna Mail Myself to You'! 

e. The song we sang a moment ago, where the words may sound 
strange, evolved from our Old Timey musical group, "The P. Chicken 
Pluckers" who were into iBluegrass Gospel music at the time. 

f. Or such S~r songs as "Take my Hand in Br o t he r l.y Love." 
and "Who Will Bow and Bend Like a Willow" which evolved from 
the wonderful Shaker service led by R. Calden and Barbara Carson. 

g. The songbook also contains original songs by P. members - 
D. Chapru, Annis Pratt and Metje Butler. 

h. So the songbook reflects the unique grassroots, non-insti­ 
tutional, participatory aspect of P. 

Beginnings 

1. The very beginning of P. was initiated by music. ,,.._, ~ 
a. Trumpet player at Holy Name - Saints. C 17--a. l J,-.1v'l'l • '-"<.l...._r ~- 

2. Earliest efforts of organized music /lGrindrod and I put out 
a few song sheets. 

Music groups 

1. In time all sorts of musical groups were formed at P. 
a. Choirs (usually short lived) were formed - shape note 

singers, silo singers, Prairie Bad Singers (Drapkin). 
B· .f.• Chicken Pluckers - Willards, Chmck Young, Joe Lawrence, 

minister Dave Meyer and I. t.'lt..J> "t'l/vlt?Y J-- >6l.LJli/<€ bnA!CtJ:- Ni>C-- h '-'PC 
c. Prairie Recorder Group - led by Richard Roznoy - over the 

years composed of many recorder players - Grindrod and R. Calden 
played throughout. 

d. Martin Buber Trio - I, Thou and It - Rosemarie - intl music. 
e. Existing tod~Ethnic Connection and P. Band - Mullen. 



2. Innumerable p~ ac~omp<:!:!Lists - Aileen Nettleton and M. 
Briggs. 

a. And along with the music there have been a:.-::.g1:eat deal of 
dancing done at P. f' :;:;; ·j...~J' .I- t~c:~ c~ cf..., . 

b. Recall ~Sfecially dancing at Upham Woods and at P. site. 
l.J-'i,,,h;f.~ 

Musical services · \. ct -~ ch 

1. P. unique in that it has had innumerable Sunday Services 
devoted to music. 

a. W. Hagstrom's Composer series - Mozart, Tchaikovsky, 
Schuman -with P. members performing wo:i;ks of these composers. 

b. M. Briggs service on the songbook. ' 
c. My services - Beethoven, What Music Means to Me, Pete 

Seeger, Woody Guthrie, Theodorakis and the memorable service - 
the Gospel According to the PC Pluckers. 

Ending 

1. I am sure that as long as Prairie exists - music will be 
close to its heart and soul. ll-v-z,J- ~ ·IN-'-- )u,.,..,f r /.>'4-,_/"'1/ ::: 
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