James Robert Lawrence died on Friday, March 11, 2005 from
pneumonia. Bob was born in Louisville, Kentucky on January
23, 1943 and grew up on a farm in Deatsville, Kentucky. He
graduated from St. Joseph’s Preparatory High School in
Bardstown, Kentucky, received a Bachelor of Science Degree
from Bellarmine College, and a Master’s Degree in Chemistry
from the University of Illinois. Bob worked as a teacher and
research chemist at the University of Illinois, Indiana
University, Dartmouth College, the University of Wisconsin,
and Harvard University. Bob was a devoted father and
intensely loved his family. He is survived by his wife Cynthia
Haq; his four children, Raza, Aaaron, Heather, and Isaac; his
five brothers, John, Sam, Joe, Frank, Bruce; his seven sisters,
Verlee, Christy, Cathy, Linda, Theresa, LaVerne, and Inez; his
sisters-in-law Shareen and Shara Haq, and dozens of cousins,
nephews, and nieces. He was preceded in death by his father
James, his mother Cecilia, his brother Allen, and his sister
Mary Evelyn. Bob was an avid outdoorsman, organic gardener,
creative cook, voracious reader, cosmologist, philosopher, and
political activist. He loved the mysteries and beauties of nature
and enjoyed bird watching, meteorology, music, and
photography. He explored the history, cities, cultures, and wild
places of much of Europe, Africa, and Asia, and North and
Central America. He inspired us to find beauty and take
pleasure in simple things and to continually learn about our
world. He sought stimulating conversation and intense debate.
He made everyone he met feel special and was a nurturing
mentor, patient tutor, and role model to many. Bob was a
member of the Prairie Unitarian Universalist Society in
Madison. Bob’s family extends gratitude to the compassionate
staff of the Meriter Intensive Care Unit and to family and
friends who provided love and support during his illness and
throughout his life. A celebration of Bob’s life will be held at
the Prairie Unitarian Universalist Society on Sunday, March
13, 2005 at 2 p.m. Burial will take place at St. Gregory’s

cemetery near Bardstown, Kentucky, on March 15, 2005.
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You are invited join the family for conversation and
refreshments following the service.

The family invites you to send stories and memories
about Bob if you wish by email or post. These will be
collected for the children in a Memory Book.

The family suggests that memorial gifts in Bob’s name
be directed to the Friends of the University of Wisconsin
Arboretum, 1207 Seminole Highway.
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