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CAN A SECULAR HUMANIST LOVE CATS? 

I. Chalice Lighting: Among our common household and farm animals, cats 
_________ __. __ , .e.i:e__tb.e_las_t_to_become-domes-·t..i.c;;:a_te.d .• -¥.ou-Ga.r.i-S-@e.-tha-t-i-r.i-the-1-a-ngua-g-e :--­ 

the re are ancient Inda-European root words for dog (or hound) and cow, but 
not for cat. The word 11cat11 probably comes from some Middle Eastern ancient 

________ ___._an.g.ua..g.e .• _ca_ts_j.oJ.ned-u.p-w-i-tr.i-humam;-a.f-te.r--h.uma.r.is-bec;ame-a-g-r--i-Gu-1-tu-r-a-l-is-ts.- -­ 
People cultivated cereals and harvested grain, mice and rats followed the 

-------- 
grain to human habitations, and the cats followed the mice and rats. 

----------~S.o_1-e.t~_lJ_g.b.Ltb.e-chaJ-i.ce-f-o.r--tho.s.e-f-i-r-s-t-Ga-ts-whGs-e-Gu-r--i-G.s-i-ty-Gve-r-e-ame­ 
th e i r fear and led them to join human households, some 8,000 years ago. 

---------~-L._1:1.o.w_many_o_f_y.o.u_b.aY..e-Ga-ts-in~y.ou.r--ho.us.eho-lds-?-.-.-o-·-W.ha-t-a-r-e-the-i-r~­ 
n ames? .•.. How many of you have had cats with you before? What were 
their names? • o • o 

-----------~--· .b.en_o.u.Lca-Lf_i_r-s_t_j.o-i.ned-ou.r--r.ious.eho-l-d-a-dG-~er.i--:v-ea-r--s-a-g0-,-we-GGU-l-El-n_!__t--. - 
agree on a name. I think I was responsible for saying, wouldn't it be clever 
just to give her a generic name, cato It was a Jerrible mistake. She had 

---------~--, .i_ttens_,_a.nd-o.n.e-s-tay.ed-w-i-tf:i-u.s-.-A-t-f-i-r-s-t-we-d-i-s-t-i-ngu-i-s-heEl-them-0y-e-a-l-l-i-n§-­ 
o n e 'cat' and the other 1kitty,1 •oo• ~MtX or 1gatto1 and 1gattito,1 

••• obUt 
the kitt~n became a cato•o••Then 'little cat' and 'big cat.': :but the little 

_________ ca.t_b.e.came-b-i.g.g.e.r--tf:ia.r.t-tl:J.e-b-i.g-Ga-t-o-.ro---.-o-.SG- -t0clay-we-s-t-i-l-l-h-a-v-er-1..!...t-s-e-t-t-l-ecl-- -· 
on a name. And it was a mistake. ~Ht& Every household cat DESERVES A 

-----·-- 
name. (And I mean that seriously.) 

___________ Q.r_a_t_le.as-Lo.ne-name .. -·-r...:..v.e-a.£.k.@d-R-i-Gk-t0-r-ea-ci-T-S-!;l-i-0-t.-!..s-p0em-a-b0-l:l-t'----­ 
naming cats •••••• Before he reads it,. let me note one uncommon word that 
appears late in the verse. The word is 11ineffable,11 and it means that which 

_________ _.·.s_b_e.y.o.n.cLs.p.o.k.en-ex.p.r-e.s.sJ.on-,-tha.t-wf:i-i-Gl:l-i.s-i.s-i-r:ide.s-Gr--i-0a-0-l.y-anEl-0a-r-i_!__t-0e-pu-t-­ 

into words. I only learned the word a few years ago when I read William 
James' THE VARIETIES OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCEo James lists 5 characteristics 

--------~o_f_tb.e_i:e]_i_g_;_o.us_exp.e.d.en.ce.,-o.r--wha-t-I-wGu-1-ci-Ga-l-l-the-my-s-t-i-e-a-l-exp-er-i-ene-e,-- ---··· 
and o~e of them is that the religious experience is ineffable. I think 
you can make a religious connection to this poem, if you want too 

-------------.-S-.-E-l-i.o.t.,-11:r-1:J.e-Nam~-r-i-g-G-f-G-a-ts II R i-e-k-Ru-ee-k-i-ng-------- 
Someth ing about an Angora --- Tally's Trio 

----------,--------------,,--------------------------- 
(Children leave for RE) 

----------------------------------------------·-- .. 

------------------~-- --- ~·----------- 
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III. Can a secular humanist love cats? It all depends on what one means 
----------~----c=-----c---=---,-;-----,------, :-=----:-:-----:::-;-----:--:-:-----~-=-=---------=- --··- 

by "secul ar-humants t" and "Iove ," I'm not going to try to define either 
_________ exp.1:es.sj_o.r:1-,-a.Ll-eas.Lno.LexpJ-i.c-i-"t..l.y-,-bu.t-I-£.hou-l-d-£.af-SOme.-th-i-1:i-g-a.bGu-t-l-G-Y.P-e -­ 

to begin withe We use the word in many loose ways .•• e.I love my bicycle 
and I love my wok (while I tolerate my car and my m,icrowave) .•.•• but 

_________ o.b.v_i.o.u.s-1,¥-tha.Lw.o.n.:..Ldo .• -Wha-t-I-me-a.n-i-n-th@-ques-t-i-Gn-i.s-whe-th-e-r--a-s-eGu-1-a-r­ 
humanist can love a cat in a way something like loving human beings. 

Can a secular humanist love cats? ••• · e You all know what the answer 
________ _. __ , jJJ_b.e.,-b.u.Lle.Lme-ma.ke-a-Ga$.e-f-o.r--th@-n@ga-t-i-v-e-tG-beg-i-n-w-i-th-. -(-AnEl---he-1-EI--- - 

off your comments til later cause I don't want to get hung up here.) 
The case for the ne.gative can be made by referring to anthropomorphtsm, 

----------'-b.e-a.t.td.b.ut-i.b.n-©-f-human-mo-t-i-v-a-t-i-o.n..,-Gh-a-r-a.c;..te-r-i-s-t-i-e-s-, 0r--beha-v-i-0-r--t0-a·n-i-ma-l-s-,-· 
inanimate objects, and and other non-human phenomenae It's often a mistake 
to make such attributions, and it's a common mistakee Our animals experience 

_________ 4,l:J.e-wo.r-l.d-i .. n-d-i-f-f-@r-e.r:1-t-wa1..s-tha-n-we-dG-e -+he:Y-th-i-n-k-El-i-f-f-er-en-t-ly-th-an-we-E10-, -­ 
and much of this is bec~use they don't use language like we do. 

~ vfie-.1•17;..t.!.~ It's easy to come up with lots of examples of the error. One I recall 
-\;lt-;.Lt {0 ,(! 

01
- > co.n.ce.r-l'.l.s-tb.e-wa:Y-a-:GOW-1-0-V-es-i-ts-Ga-1-f-e-.-.-.-th-e-Ga-1-f-El-i-eEI-, wa-s-s-tu-f--f-eEI,,. e e the-- 

hol'>lt- •'''t . e cow continued to lick it .•.• and ate the stuffing. 
_ vl)rho-l'l'I,) Have you noticed how cats hold their tails erect while being petted? 
i,e.·, \.,,.r . 

___ ....,
1 
t; p,b~ -.-.-.-De.smo.nd-Mo.r-r-.i .. s-£.a:Y-S-i-~fb@Gaus-e-th-e-r-eae-t-i-0n-fo-the-s-ame-a-s-when-a-k-i-t-ten- 

f ~ is being groomed by its mother: it holds the tail erect so the mother can 
clean up around the anus ..•.. 

------------11 :i-c-k-i-H@a-r-n@-g-i-v-e.s-the-we-l-l-k-n0wr-i-e-:x-a-mp-l-e-0-f-G-l-ever-N-a-ns-, =the-oar-t --­ 
ho rs e --- pp. 4fe 

------------r1n-th-r-o.pomo-r-ph-i-s.m-i-s-a-V-~R¥-GQMMQN-e0gn-i-t-i-v-e-e-r-r-0-r--.-V-er-y-0-f--te·'"' ·· ----­ 
people project human qualities on to that which is not humane And then 
they adore, or fear, the objects0~to which they have projected those qualities. 

------------1-l:i-i-s-i-s-n0t-G-11-l..y-a-e0gn-i-t-i-v-e-er-r-0-r-01:Jt-a-MQRAl::--er-r-0-r--. -When-we------­ 
an th ro pomo rph i z e, when we project our qualities onto our cat, and then love 
the cat because it has those human qualities.ee••ewe're really engaging in·. 

k-i-nEl-0-f-s-e-l-f--l-0-ve-. -AnEl-even-s-eeu-1-a-r-h·um-a-n-i-s-ts-e-a·n-reeo·gn-i·z·e-th-i·s-a·c----­ 
a moral error. --------------------------------::------------··---- 

It is a kind of error that is more or less akin to one of the 
----------f-u-nEl-amen-ta-l-r-e:J-i-g~i-01Js-e-r-r-0-r-s-. -P-r-im-i-t-i-v·e-pe0-p-'.l-es-s-omet-i·mes--l-i-ve-i··n-a-wo-r~-d-­ 

that is a kind of enchanted garden, where everything in nature has human 
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qualities. Some primitives worship idols, onto which they project human 
qualities. They may attribute qualities of power and mali~tof~idols: 

----------:r.-he:Y-fea-r--th@m,-£.u.pp.l-i.ca.te-b.e.fo.r-.e_tb.em.,_w_OJ:.slLtp_tb_em.._lj; 1 s a Qrodess by which 
peopl i'{~;-;1their own freedom. (The prophet Isa:iah noted this kind of 
fallacy in criticizing the idol worshippers of tk~ ancient miacrle east.] 

----------1:l-t-we-m-i-g-l:it-a-r-gue-tha.t-ma.ny-@xi&JiAx-tb.e.i.s.ts_to.day_e_n_ga_g_e_j_n_tb.e_s_ame kind . of.. __ 
fallacy. They attribute human qualities to god, they fear god, worship god, 
supplicate before himo 

-----------Se-: -I-f-y.0.u-s-ta-r-t-tl:i-i-n.k-i.n.g-0.L.y..o.u.r_ca.t_as_s_ome.o.n.e_w.b.o_b_a_s_a_b_uma.n. _ 
personality, maybe like Garfield, or maybe a little bit sweeteroo••oYOU1re 
on ikix a slippery path that may~~ lead you to kneel before some god or 

---------r.1--the-r-,..-------------------------------- 

IV. Can a secular humanist love cats? An obvious answer is that we ITO. 
------------1 t_!_s-n0t-s-0-0b-v-i.ou.s-tha-t-w.e-Jrn>texaxg@~Ai.ti).{Lcan_J.US_lLE.U_o_\i' in g ca ts ffl 

,I t • · .jVi(t tJe,~fi_.,. . 
'Pl:... we- Q.- l'"~ a cognitive or moral ~0 Before addressing the-cognitive justification, 

ie.txmexaxkx I've asked gome of our artists to give you some oftfie 
-----------R-mp-i-r--i-Ga-1-@-V-i-_d@nG-@-~---------------------~ _ 

"Some Felines I've Known (But Never Really Owned)" --- Pat Watkins. 
(re the first verse: our nicely trimmed lawns and gardens are rearly 

--J;-/"""we---fo_lt\_e-h-1::-/r,,..,..._#r_f_ro~r,.=,tJt~---=1fr-l:l-S-tr-a-t-i-ng-t0-Ga-t-S-.-.-.-.-.-tl:J.a-t.!_s-no.t-the-Waj"'-tb.ey_b_u.l'.l.t_i_n_n_a_t_u_-r_e_,_t_b_ey_LLSe, _ 
1vM~ zvr-1.fi~ o~fr, c4s, concealment, o • .and Wait.) 
IJ/e. ~ 2/so ~hff"_-e Rossini duet---- Metje Butler, Dodie Chapru, Mike Briggs 
f.dt~ 111~/.firJ fo £vi,.).,._ =r .... ~ i-fi"ii.----J------------------------------------ 

v. Vicki Hearne is a professional a~imal trainer who is also a university 
professor who talks to psychologists, zoologists, and philosopherso She 

----------A- 0-s-e-r-v-eEi-tA-a-t-the-a-r-i-i-ma-l-tr-a-i-t:i@-r-£-a.n.d-tl:ie-a.ca.d.emics_us.ecLq.uj_t.e_dif:E..er..en_t~-­ 
l an gua ges in talking to ·and about animalso The professional animal trainers 
use a highly charged moral language in talking about animals. 

---------:r-r-a-i-r-ie-r-s-,-e.g-.,-l:i-a-v.e-r-i0-f:i.@-.s.t.ta.t.i.o.n-i.n-ta.l.k.i.n.g_ab.o.u.Lb.o.w_mu.c.b_a_mar..e_lo_v_e.s~o.r __ 
worries about her fatal, a cat•her kittens or a dog or a horse their work .. 00 

-----------'--r.a..i.n.e.-r.s_s_tiU__s_peak of whether or not a horse is 'mean,• 1sneaky,1 1kind1~ or 
1honest0····· etc. Po 9. 

The scientists and phi I osophers react very stronglyto-tl1at-1<irra-o-f-1-a-n-gua-g-e-. - 
--------~~e~~ error of anthropomorphism. (And have strong feelings about 

it: fire Vicki Hearne, p. 10.) In talking about animals, and trying to train 
~im animals, they w,·1 I use the I anguage of 15enav, or t sm anclwnatever-i·s-a_s_e_d _ 

--------~-o.r_i_n.s_t_i.n.c_t_n_o_w_a.d.aY-.s_.__I_o_t.r...a.fo an i ma 1 s , they wo u 1 d us e operant condition i n g , 
perhaps based upon some knowledge of the animal 1s instinctive behavior. 

-- 
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Vickie Hearne persaudes me that the animal trainers are more nearly _ 
correcto Cats, dogs, and horses are moral animals. Sometimes we can trust 
h·em-mora-1-1-ro-S-ometi·me-s-we-dnn-'-t-:.--a1rdccrn use a mo r a 1-1 an g ua g e to des c r ;-~- - 

them. 
Our domestic animals are moral in ways in which wild animals, animals 

-i·k-e-wo-1-v-e·s-a-rrd-c·h·tmp·anz-e-e-s-, are r1ot~Cn1mps may bethe species most 
closely related to us genetically, but they aren't moral animals in the 
ways of dogs, cats, and horseso 

-----~---n_jy.,~J ~iac ~ Ae.v- Lk fle-~JL~-~Js vlhf /2:>ff~r /o 1£o5k_ 
----~e-.J.,_;J\1-fJ_,.,£,, £.,.v, '-.~~ ±-J~1""''/ ,,.,.fL hvJV/c,,. Lil - J.k. IN,,~.~, 8' 
---~L~vc_(1- ___,1~~-j;~L___...,LJs_ Gz-ow1;J f£ /{~ d// Jovf ~-LJk;_L;-7-v1 Lw_d0h _ 
_____ &n,~~WJ-W..L!~JJJL!l:l ::.,,, /4:>li~JJ eve-. /4":>.rn,q._l/A A eftt1o/1t:~ ~J~ L~Jv~. 
_____ -a_v t <//~ tk_f m:i. fvre. ~l-_,iww /;,, ,,,;f4 ( '":>= c,~. Jf t . TJ..f 're ~iJ_kZ.f-'5.,_ _ 

____ __,~e~_j)__/i&, __ ._._._.,._$.J)J!J.tt f t.1 ll.1 disfNJ;.f ~/~-ii ;1 /-i; ~.f /)/IM_ 41 .. in;« A .5' L , 
____ .114;- r -,~- TfiQ,,(-_b_;Je : ¾v ~-t {rv.r:/ IL- C61r:.r-1 /,;we, -1..lir- vWr1--=..::....5//"t.:..<...::/'J'-----­ 

----~l k,_t~1-.-:i .. Li~t-~--iiL~=~::__,?~d~~,)~· __ /~;t~~~·---------------- 

l4 (!,,rn-t-::,.(t 'f°t1- c:.:...- fr-,"t yas1.,. c-e-hj L1w11 ,, .. .l lro~. 
;[1!:J!. I,, ,.,IJ,a J __:/qlu, "'f_j L, ti.,_ '-~ ) o ,q)' 1 1;,:f..,.~ ,.. fk, Woe ,J 

-----~ 

___________ _,_cJll__eu,,-,fr-:tsf} ovr- dD?t1n{r~ an,;.,,J~/llJ~:j_1_ __ ~~ )t~~......,,b'--'----- 
___ _,[c.v..sJJ._{f..y_c..<Vw, k_i:c_v<{J ,;, (Jb'"_u;,~5-_ di,,,~_ji11 fly r- ~Lf6 lt. ~v(tJ 
___ ______,_~-Jdu.- J ~1.,iJr_~~h-t L y~ J- ~1/tl,, ~v,~ce J2 m.rlf.J r-e:2,5~11r----­ 

---~H=L '1~, ~ ~~~,_, t f ~7 I F«M .. , p ~ 4 ,, . 
-----ff- 2-~( SAe_~s,,-;~ holN htr t/4,J $"~ /~1 ~v/J £-e. 1 :tsJu#ft { ha., wwJ~ 
---~b~11r_~ok,~) t,Vl... s/+ (~v-al.f t_,,/f1~L~1 E~f J.)-f-rJ-7_7 .. .P.. ,_,_~-ri~f-· ~~~-- 
---~/f_,_<Q'--Y-\_-tli_e_,__r_~f-~{ J fL. ~-~"---- ----------- 

-----------------------------------------· 



______ _,:L=.,·!\~~-s1½---Jbr--91,Jw /ow vf/~II f-kr ~ ~mvmo-1£ vV' # !_,JS. fJJ_s_ff1J!/I 
£th, 't /Q.a,,.,,. A ~l., . i;L. ffid<4%> B_vt_/L7~MJ u.di_J~w~e-~_-.,.,l'---- 

1 I ~, r;/ ____ 0J4.o_~-~J-~J~-~(kr~9.#~,±R.r-~ML1X w:fs,., vfs., .. ._,_ Mv,-h rnMe.. ft1-=-......___._ _ 

____ __;;ch=-.,__;__,..:r1 d:: /1!)1112 . .s. ~ lt~f'J.LJ-f--1-=--------------- 

----------=Dc_tf----=1to,c_:,__rJ·~~J ___.t'---'-"-i--1-f ......::c~..:::__· =--f!.-i/l ~f ~~ t~ 4 tv#Jr; f-i-~t--=-( s_J.. __ 
----~l~ f~x, J:_l~1.;~~~ ti{> f_kt- _ _J_~ P-~-ll:1(1£,_, :l,rf~t~ /i Pi> f_h~ vvi 

h {o %t- ~"t~. rJii~·fA ~ C/4,ve r /f_~t ~{~1½-t_fiµ _:_~t b.M~ ,\,~ 
~--- C bvt ..foi,11t ~/VO MC? -:;w.y d11H :..i,J111 £f. f; -rh,l'\k ; a/eve, H~.,.() ~ 

~- J r,,ojJ w;/~l/-flL~'j- /1 'f~ J ~ -/L C~ ~ ~ ~J ~ ss.:»: ....::::..11_.i __ 

----4~.,+ 0,:ts..... P,t 1"'' l,P. ,;, h,, c:;.,-, ) 0, ",; 'r ... , fn.p-<f,,...vs .,., 
0 c.::,.... L r llf-tt~ re..-b-J 

____ _.,,,J_'j-DVr c.;;,t .. ~J/Vllll-11(,~ µ> 70J ~:#1111{ f#&k~ !"1.,.,-.5v;;>t-v· II o31---- 
-----=-W..,__,__~~-l'-t-A~· ..;;.....-e:s_~ ~~t. G JA µ,,,f.L/Jve:: ·'-'-'= Lov2- 1S~1t ff'"~ jl/SL tw~-- 

$.9yv11Gd rWik-~- Sf!t?=$(_j_t/_Q..r ~!0 UfiJ ~ fev~ b~b,~1 - d- nt> f ~.,~( IJP/ 
;z.s J,:veZ7w.,- S ;.. ~- v UN .. :&.S $~ ~~/$'(.{ M>hf ;q_ve.. A11J Mo:f ;:f 115 

-------=c<2.r==--b,_Jf ,t_!!_ fJe c;;f_ 1,,,,.,,,..,, f/.,.'(-J,;C /AJ f/v,, t!PV'-'' b_,<; il- k1rl..____ 
----"t _c{hVl i~ to 1)~ . 
-----~=-=-I> _.

1W=----'~...::..i-~t-1_s_1j_~J}_e_J~? I) ( ~ )/) rf Jl~~»qi i~k, 
---~ ?re_ JJt;vff "&!JJPd.~,'-------------- 
---------'bjJ.,, . .'/l__t -~,M:,,h fw p2J_{t_lJ.L11.(t1_af~l-").~'-/~f_, _ 

_______ tvLL~t__)__f ~lovt e.~($? £.tLW fi ffvJy f~ bLi~,,1,v·<1 
____ j_(,£,:).VS-. ~ ~1111:;. £,()' TA'l 4i5!!J::_ve. "HJ~,{ &>.f./;Jt(/IJ<ISr------ 

l.3D U. 


